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Early and Continuous Opportunities

Establich ear'y and continuous public involvement oppartun ties... 23 CFR 50,210 (2)( 1){viii )&(ix) ard £50.315 {2)(1){vii)
Early coordination, public involvement, and project development.

"Early coor2ination with zporopriate agerciss anc the public aids n determining the typs of envircamental review

documerts an z¢tion reguires, the scoge of the documert, the leve of analysis, and related envircamental

requirements. This involves the excharga of information from $e inceation of 2 proposal for actian to prepzrztion of
o Title VI of the Civil the envirormental revien documsnts.” 23 CFR 771.111(z)(1)

Rights Act of 1964

The National
i i "For the Federal-aid highway program: (1) Ez¢1 State must have procecures approves by tia FHVWA to camy outa
nvironmental Policy
public involvemens/public n2aring program cursuant to 23 U.S.C. 128 and 139 and CEQ reguiation. (2} State puslic
Act (N E PA) of 1969 invarvernentyaublic hear'rg procedurse must provids for:
23 U.S.C. 134 and

135 i, Coordinatien of public involvement activities anc public hearings with the entire NEPA process.

23 CFR 450.210 and if, Early and continuing opportunities during project develooment for the putlic to be invelved in the
450.316 ’ identification of secal, economic, and envi-omental impacts, 25 well as impacts associated with relocation of
. inchiduals, greups, o instiutions,

Executive Order iil, One or mare puslic hezrings or the apportunity for hearingls) to be neld by the State Aighway agercy ata
12898 on converant tims ard place for any Federal-aid project which reguires significant amounts of righs-of-way,
Environmental substantially changes the layouz or functions of connecting roadways or of the facllity seing improved, nas 2

. substantial adverse impact on abutting p-ozerty, otherwiss has a signficant socizl, eccnomic, environmenzal
J]_ ugsgti'-c)e ( Februa ry 1 1: or ather efecs, or for which the FHWWA determinzs that a pusi'c hezring ‘s in the cublic interest,

Early and continuing

iv. Reasonabie notice to the pubiic of sitner a public hear rg or the oppertunity for a putlic hearing. Such notice
vill indicate the availabilty of explanzzory infermation, The notice shall 2'so provice infermation required to
comply with cublic invelvement requirements of other laws, Executve orders, 2nd regulatiens.

/. Explanticn 2t t1e public hezring of wne fallow'ng information, as zzpropriate:
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Temporary Virtual Public Involvement
During the COVID-19 Pandemic

Question #1: Can project sponsors hold virtual public hearings to satisfy public involvement requirements
during the project development process?

Answer #1: Yes. In response to the various measures being taken by public health authorities due to the
coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic, including closures of public meeting venues and social
distancing, FHWA will temporarily permit all public involvement activities previously conducted in-person to
exclusively use virtual technologies and techniques that fulfill the essential purposes of the in-person public
involvement. Consistent with applicable State, local and tribal requirements, continued in-person
involvement should be allowed in cases where a suitable physical location is available and the State has
determined that such meetings can be safely conducted. This temporary policy includes public meetings
conducted as part of project development to comply with the 23 U.S.C. § 139 environmental review
process, the National Environmental Policy Act and the National Historic Preservation Act, as well as public
hearings conducted to comply with 23 U.S.C. § 128. This guidance does not affect any State, local or tribal
requirements that apply to recipients or subrecipients.

Question #2: Why is the FHWA issuing this guidance?

Answer #2: The FHWA is issuing this guidance to address the unusual and extraordinary circumstances
surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic, including steps taken by public health officials concerning closures of
public meeting venues and social distancing. These steps affect FHWA recipients’ and subrecipients’ ability

to provide an in-person setting where decisionmakers and members of the public are physically present in
the same location.
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CAl Home LETETGTY  STICNetwork  AID Demonstration AMKProgam Resources Round 4 Overview
KOUNG O UVEIVIE

P anas S » Events
aycomts | / EDC-6 Ovenview Video Cromwurcmgiol e-Ticketing and Digtal - Next-Generation TIM:

Adiancing Operations ~~~ As-Buiits Integrating EDC Safety Summit Series
Technology, Data, and
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mm? on for a Nation
on the Move

+ Sept. 1: Safe Transportation for Every
Pedestrian (STEP)

+ Sept. 8: Data-Driven Safety Analysis (DDSA)

+ Sept. 16: Reducing Rural Roadway
Departures (FORRRwD), High Friction

Surface Treaiment and SafetyEdge(SM)

Stategic Worklorce  Targeted Overlay ~ UHPC for Bri dge Virtual Public
Development  Pavement Solutions  Presenvationand  Involvement (VP + Sept. 22: Intersection and Interchange
(TOFS) Repar Geometrics
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Virtual Public Involvement Initiative
Learn About; Virtual Town Halls

What are Virtual Town Halls?

Public mestings are an essentil part of the trensportaion plenning and project development process
They provide a forum for stakeholders to learn about projects and investments, ask questions and
nteract with agency staff, and provide opinions and ingut on the local or regional transportation network,

Vith careful planing, face-4o-face meetings can bring together diverse grougs of stakehalders. They can

elct valuzble feedback for saff and buld suppart fo transpartation projects. However, public meetings

require 3 great deal of time, labar, and funding to design, promote, and facltate, What's more,

stakeholders with usy schedules may find it burdensome to travel to a public meeting venue ona
specfic date and time.

Virtual town halls or virtual public meetings offer stakeholders 2 way to take part in the planning process without traveling to 2
megting location, such as 2 schoolor conference center, Stakehalders mav fon the meeting via teleconference, or by using
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Virtual Public Involvement Initiative
Learn About: Do-It-Yourself Videos

What are Do-lt-Yourself (DIY) Videos?

Video content - whether viewed on television or on the web - reaches people in a very different way
than written or published materizl. Video has been a mainstay of intemet content for several decaces.

Tocay's tablets, smeripnones, and digital cameras make t easier then ever for ndividuals to create high-
quality ive or recorded videos, Features ke image stabiization, crones, end ather equipment have
become ever more ffordable and acoessible to consumes, giing agency staff an altemative to Aiing
costly videa production firms to create video messages.

Transportation agency videos about plans, projes nts, and more can be posted to sireaming sites, shared on sociel meda,
and made accessicle on project webstes, By creating DIY videos, panners and program managers can create personalized,
accessiole content about & project to share with stakeholders, reaching potentilly new 2udiences through a populer medum.



https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/planning/public_involvement/vpi/fact_sheets/virtual_town_halls_fs.cfm
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/planning/public_involvement/vpi/fact_sheets/virtual_town_halls_fs.cfm
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/planning/public_involvement/vpi/fact_sheets/diy_videos_fs.cfm
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/planning/public_involvement/vpi/fact_sheets/diy_videos_fs.cfm
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