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General Statistics
 NJDOT has 

jurisdiction on 
just 7% of 
roads in New 
Jersey / 66% 
volume

 In Mercer: 11% 
County, 79% 
Municipal, 7% 
NJDOT

 In Somerset: 
14% County, 
80% Municipal, 
6% NJDOT 



Princeton Statistics

 Consolidated in 2013

 Borough form of government

 18.1 square miles with 120 miles of municipal roadways plus 9 
miles of State Highways (including 3 miles of the King’s Highway 
historic district) 

 Mercer County is 12th densest in state (1669 / km2)

 Bergen is most dense (4069 / km2)

 Middlesex is 2nd most dense

 Complete Streets policies have been adopted by all municipalities 
and County in Mercer



Municipal Traffic Safety Concerns

 Vehicle speeds 

 Volume – Waze, Apple Maps, etc.

 Public rights of way are valuable and have many 
competing needs in a livable community

 Road users don’t always follow the rules

 Distracted driving is increasing

 Curbing, striping, tree plantings, radar speed signs, 
and police enforcement are not enough

 A walkable and bikeable town is often less friendly 
to drivers, especially for parking

 Bumpouts are undesirable to bicyclists and Public 
Works – but they have advantages for pedestrians

 Equity



2019 and Beyond…
Ad Hoc Committees
Livable Communities

Vision Zero

2015 Committees:
Complete Streets

Traffic Safety
Bicycle Advisory
Public Transit

2013 Committees:
Traffic & Transportation

Traffic Safety
Pedestrian and Bicycle 

Advisory

Progression in Safety Integration

2012 
Complete 
Streets 
Policy 

Adopted

2017
New 

Circulation 
Element 
Adopted

2017
NJDOT Complete Streets 
Design Guide Released

Sustainable Jersey Complete 
Streets Action Items Updated

2019
Complete 

Streets Com. 
Dissolved

2016
Street 
Smart 

Campaign 
Launched



2019 Transportation Ad Hoc Committees
 Traffic Calming

 Crosswalks, Lighting and Pedestrian Safety Group

 Transportation Communications



Princeton’s Road Safety Design Process
 Review Safety Voyager, crash reports 

 Gather road AADT and speed data from DVRPC and / or speed radar signs

 Complete the Complete Streets checklist

 Review the Master Plan for bicycle mobility, pedestrian, and other 
prescribed improvements

 Conduct a site visit

 Identify potential FHWA proven safety countermeasures for use

 Discuss findings with Traffic Safety Committee (staff-led committee with 
Engineering, Police, and Public Works representatives)

 Prepare a conceptual plan

 Conduct a design neighborhood meeting and gain neighborhood 
perspective

 Adapt conceptual plan



 Bike lane pilot on a minor 
collector road; parking 
removed for 2 weeks

Successful Pilots

 Speed cushions 
near a park



Roadblocks

 Historic 

 Level of Service

 Loss of parking 

 Constricted space

 Perceived loss of property value

 Tree removals

 Road maintenance issues

 Priorities

 Conflicts between ped needs and 
bicyclist needs

 The Squeaky Wheel



Case Study –
NJ 27 Nassau Street (MP 0.0 -0.4)



Case Study –
NJ 27 Nassau Street (MP 0.0 -0.4)



ALL 
CRASHES

2013-2018



PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE CRASHES
2013-2018





QUESTIONS?
 What strategies do municipalities have for getting NJDOT to make Complete 

Streets improvements to a state highway located in a downtown?

 Have any NJ municipalities pursued a traffic calming master plan?

 Are there NJ codes / policies regarding street lighting?

 Do you use USLimits2 in addition to 85th percentile for speed limit 
establishment?

 What are your success stories for safety improvements?



Thank you!

Deanna Stockton, P.E., Municipal Engineer
Municipality of Princeton

400 Witherspoon Street, Princeton, NJ 08540
609-921-7077 x 1138           609-731-2625

Princeton Police Traffic Safety Bureau
Lt. Geoff Maurer

Sgt. Thomas R. Murray III
609-921-2100
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