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General Statistics

 NJDOT has 

jurisdiction on 

just 7% of 

roads in New 

Jersey / 66% 

volume

 In Mercer: 11% 

County, 79% 

Municipal, 7% 

NJDOT

 In Cumberland: 

41% County, 

52% Municipal, 

7% NJDOT 



Princeton Statistics

 Prior to 2013, Princeton was two communities: Borough of Princeton and 

Township of Princeton

 Borough was more urban

 Township was more suburban / rural

Borough Township

Road miles 20 100

Speed limits 25 and less 25 - 45

Population 12,000+ 16,000+

Size 1.8 sq. mi. 16.5 sq. mi.

Density 6,679 / sq. mi. 1,010 / sq. mi.



Former Borough Traffic Calming Examples



Hodge Road AADT and Speed (Avg / 85th

Percentile)



Former Township Policy on Traffic Calming

 Township Policy created in 2002 prohibiting speed humps (vertical deflections)



Municipal Traffic Safety Concerns

 Vehicle speeds 

 Volume 

 Public rights of way are valuable and have many 

competing needs in a livable community

 Road users don’t always follow the rules

 Distracted driving is increasing

 Curbing, striping, tree plantings, radar speed signs, 

and police enforcement are not enough

 A walkable and bikeable town is often less friendly 

to drivers, especially for parking

 Bumpouts are undesirable to bicyclists and Public 

Works – but they have advantages for pedestrians



Princeton’s Safety Design Process

 Review crash reports, speed data, and meet with police

 Gather road AADT data

 Complete the Complete Streets checklist

 Review the Master Plan for bicycle mobility, pedestrian, and other prescribed 
improvements

 Conduct a site visit

 Discuss findings with Traffic Safety Committee (staff-led committee with 
Engineering, Police, and Public Works representatives)

 Prepare a conceptual plan

 Conduct a design neighborhood meeting and gain neighborhood perspective

 Adapt conceptual plan

 Review conceptual plan with Complete Streets Committee (Council-appointed 
committee including bike, transit and other advocates)



Roadblocks

 Historic 

 Loss of parking 

 Constricted space

 Perceived loss of property 

value

 Tree removals

 Road maintenance issues

 Priorities

 Conflicts between ped needs 

and bicyclist needs

 The Squeaky Wheel



2018 and Beyond…

Livable Communities

Vision Zero

???

2015 Committees:

Complete Streets

Traffic Safety

Bicycle Advisory

Public Transit

2013 Committees:

Traffic & Transportation

Traffic Safety

Pedestrian and Bicycle 
Advisory

Progression in Safety Design

2012 

Complete 

Streets 

Policy 

Adopted

2017

New 

Circulation 

Element 

Adopted

2017

NJDOT Complete Streets 

Design Guide Released

Sustainable Jersey Complete 

Streets Action Items Updated



The Future of Safety



 Use Complete Streets Checklist and Road Safety Audits

 Use Safety Voyager to supplement police crash reports

 Compare USLimits2 versus 85th percentile for speed limit establishment

 Reference FHWA Proven Safety Countermeasures



 Establish Criteria and Map of Potential Traffic Calming Locations



 Pilot fixes before they are built

 Participate in county and regional dialogues

 Find community champions to advocate for improvements

 Continue to evaluate modifications



QUESTIONS?
Deanna Stockton, P.E., Municipal Engineer

Municipality of Princeton

400 Witherspoon Street, Princeton, NJ 08540

609-921-7077 x 1138           609-731-2625

Princeton Police Traffic Safety Bureau

Lt. Geoff Maurer

Sgt. Thomas R. Murray III

609-921-2100


